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DETAILED ACTION 

In view of the Appeal Brief filed on August 23, 2007, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.1 1 1 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .3 1 followed by an 
appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief fee 
can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 have 
been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between 
the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by signing 

below: 





SUMATI LEFK0W1 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

The following office action is in response to the Appeal Brief filed on August 23, 2007. 
Claims 1-3 are pending. The finality of previous office action has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Inukai (U.S. 
Patent Application No. 2002/0101395) in view of Hunter (US Patent 6,356,029). 

With reference to claim 1, Inukai teaches a driving circuit for an image point of an image 
screen which has an organic light emitting diode (307) comprising; a capacitor (308); a feedback 
coupling (see Figure 8); a first thin film transistor (306) as a current driving transistor for the 
diode; a second transistor (305) which is connected by a current-conducting electrode with a gate 
of the first transistor (306) and by a second current conducting electrode with a data conductor 
(301) and by its gate electrode with a scanning signal conductor (302); a third thin film transistor 
(309); and a current measuring and voltage regulating circuit (312) providing a voltage signal 
which is dependent on a current measuring result and voltage comparison, so that the diode 
during driving of the gate of the third transistor due to its non-linear switching characteristic acts 
as a switch for a current deviation in the current measuring and voltage regulating circuit (see 
paragraphs 80-94). 

While Inukai teaches the usage of a third thin film transistor, which taps the input of the 
first transistor, there fails to be any disclosure of taping a driving current being output from the 
first current driving transistor. Also, while Inukai teaches the usage of a current measuring and 
voltage regulating circuit, there fails to be any disclosure of the circuit providing an output 
voltage signal to the data conductor dependent on a current measuring result and voltage 
comparison. 

Hunter in Fig. 5, teaches a third thin film transistor (45) which taps the output of the first 
current driving transistor (40) and where the output voltage signal is provided to the data 
conductor dependent on a current measuring result and voltage comparison (col. 5, lines 58-col. 
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6, lines 5). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was 
made to include where the third thin film transistor taps the output of the first thin film transistor 
and where the output voltage signal is provided to the data conductor dependent on a current 
measuring result and voltage comparison as taught by Hunter into the display system of Inukai in 
order reduce the effects of aging (col. 5, lines 58-62, and col. 1, lines 55-67). 

With reference to claim 2, Inukai teaches that the second and third transistors (305, 309) 
have gate electrodes, which are both, connected with the scanning signal conductor (302, 303). 

With reference to claim 3, Inukai teaches that all of the above mentioned elements of the 
driving circuit are located at a same side of the light emitting diode, so that no contact must be 
guided through a semiconductor material of the diode (see paragraph 88). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed August 23, 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-3 under 35 USC 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Inukai in view of Hunter (US Patent 6,356,029). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Srilakshmi K. Kumar whose telephone number is 571 272 7769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sue Lefkowitz can be reached on 571 272 3638. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Srilakshmi K Kumar 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2629 

SKK 

November 21, 2007 
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